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Discovering pieces of lost history best part of man’s job

By Susax Jaxonsan
Workd Stat! Weter

MANNFORD —-— Dale Money
has o thme machine in his own back-
yard.

There's never a dull moment in
at;”worhbop. whesre he restores old-

PUmp organs.

*It shocks you back Into time.
When I take these apart, I look for
old newspaper clippings, bair clips,
pennies,” sasd Money.

The latest gem he extracted from

. of these.” be sald.

Mopey was bitten by the organ
bug for the first time in the early
‘603 Ho bought an old pump organ
for $45 and decided Lo try his hand at

the irnstrument.

*I loaded the whole thing in my
pickoep and got home and sald, ‘what
2 mess I've got” I didn't know beans
about it" Money said.
MoWith plmmumk‘ arouull him,

ney wenat to wor uing parts
together and mnamb!lng his pro-
Jeet He was in for a big surprise
ance it was complete,

“Not knowing what I was dolng,
e

Since then, he has restored sever-
al orgons, some dating back 100
years. He uses an old s2ethosoope 10
detect leaks in the bellows, the
“Jungs” of each

Foot-operated pedals drive air
into the bellows, which are covered
by rubberized cloth. This creates a
vacuum sucked out of a chamber

and sent info a wind chest.
Air is then through brass
reeds. Each reed ks 3ot (o o different

note, and stamped accordingly.
Sixty-one ve the pamp organ
61 keys
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Most often, Money must replace

the bellows, which dry out and crack.
Mooey carefully removes the mater-
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This melodeon, a forarunner to pump organs, belongs to a Brokoen
Arrow resident. Since the photo, Money compieted the process and will

delivor it to its owner.

fal to measure it for proper repluce-
ment.

“Thave to laugh at some of these 1
get,” said Money, who recently
replaced makeshift bellows — a
shower curtain — on an organ he
restored

The top of an organ is attached to
the foundation board with a leather

“(Pierce Piano Atlas) is more or
less my bible,” Money said. An
organ’s serial number holps him
track down obscure pieces. *I can
get fairly close to it through that.”

Money orders items from supply
houses back east, but if they can't
meet his needs, he'll construct a part
an his own

‘Anlthlng they don’t make any-
more, I make it mysell,* sald.

ma on volume doors, keep
shit, are some of his creations.

Money restored a argan
for members of Diamond Valley
Community Church in Stillwater,
Okla. He cleaned it and made the
reeds work again.

“The mice had been In It" =aid
Jocille Hoffman, church treasurer,
“He came and picked up our organ.
He kept it for quite awhile, then

church auditorium, gets a lot of
atteation. People come in to visit,
then sce the organ and feel com-
pelled to tickle the lvories, said
Cavett. It dates back to at least the
carly 1900's, she said.

Discovering pieces of lost history
is one of the best parts of the job,
Money said. Underneath the wind
chest of an organ he restored not
lopg ago, someone wrote “cleaned
and tuned Dec. 26, 1922." then signed
it The organ was located ln School-
howse, Ark,

When he saw the notation, Money
his imagination ran wild. The
who serviced the organ might
have traveled far and wide.

“He might have gone all that way
n o buggy. It gets you thinking,
t were times like back then?'™

At the turn of the century, # Hin-
ners & Albertsen pump or
for $26.50, to an oid news-
paper advertisement. Familles
would stand sround the organ for
bours, and sing.

“It was entertainment Maybe
people were working for 25 conts a

.

week,” Hou‘ said.
Though onez sald word of
mooth s Ris best mm
ple as far man Maine have

ed his help. name s incloded in
the Reed Organ Soclety Directory
and that has generated some calls,

called and brought it back. It's beau-  he said

tiful.” she said.
Barbara Cavett, church superin-
tendent, located Money through a

With 3 organs in line for improve-
ment, Money stays pretty busy. He
doesn’t use many tools; just the

Tulsa music store, then called him  basics will do

up.

“He did an excelleat job. He
repaired the internal part, like the
reeds and refinished it for us. 1t real-
1y looks nice,” Cavett said.

The organ, which sits in the

“You take 2 pair of pliers and &
The mk:;' sl mand canu:;
ue tb tramsport him back in time.

“Every time I work on these, I
wonder,” sald



